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Monday, May 18, 2009 9:00 AM

Subject: RESTORE MOCA’S BUDGET CUTS FOR ARTS n __

(a) ~fl1
To: HonoluluCity Council Members
From: Walt Dulaney,Alliance for DramaEducation
Hearing: May 18, 2009
RE: RESTOREMOCKSBUDGET CUTS FORARTS

May I first applaudthe council’sprudencein seekingtobring the city andcounty budget
in syncwith anticipatedrevenues.Mahalo.

But I mustthenrespectfullystatemy convictionthathaving themodestsumallottedthe
mayor’soffice of cultureaffairs is unwise. I speakas producerof a studenttroupeof the
actor-playwrightswhoseoriginal showshelp 5,000Kalihi peerseachsemester—
recognizethe dangersandopportunitiesthat surroundthem.

MOCA supporthasallowedT-Shirt Theatreto spotlighttroublingissuesand to raise
aspirationin a communitybranded“at risk”. For 30 yearsthe Alliance for Drama
Educationhassoughtto eventhe oddsfor youngstersraisedin thechallenging,polyglot
community. But the authenticsparkfor T-Shirt Theatreis recognitionof the talentand
wit of Kalihi kids.

MOCA supportattractscollaborativefunding. It is a prime endorsementbornof careful
scrutinyandin-depthawarenessof communityneeds.Pleaseinvestigateeveryavenueto
restorefull funding for cultureandthe artssupport.

Thankyou for weighingthis testimony.
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